OFSTED Rated: GOOD and SIAMS (School Inspections of Anglican & Methodist Schools) Rated: GOOD
A recognised centre of excellence for training new teachers

“Love each other as I have loved you”, John 15 v 12
Integrity, Humility, Compassion, Forgiveness and Grace
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome to this week’s newsletter . A very warm welcome to Harry (Reception) and his family to school.

As I reported last I continue to be impressed with the way children have all settled so well into the new routines and are
making the most of the learning in class. All the staff have commented on how the children are focussed on their learning.
We know that by the end of each day they are starting to get tired and by the end of the week they even more tired. All the
staff are ensuring that the children are provided with opportunities for brain breaks and are ensuring children have enough
water. This week we have all enjoyed the exceptional weather and have been making the most of our fantastic outdoor facilities with lots of year groups teaching and learning maths and science outside. Covid 19 Update As of today, we still have had
no positive test results among the children or staff. However the R rate is increasing and you may have seen that a local secondary school has had to send a year group home for two weeks following a positive case.
During the past week, we have had to send a small number of children home who have developed coughs or a high temperature during the day. None of these have subsequently been found to be cases of COVID19, but we need to remain vigilant and
cautious. We continue to appreciate the supportive responses we have when we call parents to collect.
If you cannot access a test, your household will need to isolate for 14 days.

When to keep your child away from school ?There seems to be a lot of confusion about this as we are having a large number of calls daily with questions and enquiries. If your child or a member of your household has either a high temperature 38C
+ a new persistent cough (ie a continuous cough or 3 or more coughing fits in 24hrs) or a change in their sense of taste/smell,
then the whole household has to isolate for 14 days while the person with symptoms isolates for 10 days. However, if they
are then tested and found to be negative, isolation can end immediately. Check NHS 111 online for the latest guidance.
I know how disruptive/inconvenient it will be and I also know how difficult it can be to arrange a test at the moment, but that
does not change the guidance. If your child or family member has COVID-19 symptoms then one phone call explaining this is
fine. Please call/email us again if you have the result of a test – we need to know either way.
If you have to collect your child because they have developed symptoms during the school day, you will need to collect any
siblings at the same time. Your entire household will then need to isolate as above, pending the outcome of a test. If a member of your family has any other illness, your usual judgement applies. For example, children with colds can attend school
unless they have a temperature, new persistent cough or change in taste/smell. If your child has had sickness and/or diarrhoea then the advice remains that they need to stay off for 48 hours
The main symptoms of coronavirus
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back and your temperature is above 38C
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if
you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)
• a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things
smell or taste different to normal
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/)

1

Water Bottles Please ensure your child has a named water bottle in school each day
Tissues As we are approaching the cold season , please ensure your child has a small packet of disposable
tissues.
Long Hair Please ensure all children with long hair is tied back during the day.
Picking children up at the end of the day Please can all families once they have picked up all their children move
swiftly away from the school grounds and ensure that social distancing outside school is taking place to keep
everyone as safe as possible. Your cooperation with this is very much appreciated.
Hot lunches We are planning to reintroduce our lovely hot lunches to Reception , year 1 and year 2 children
from Monday 28th September. Key stage 2 ( year 3, 4, 5, 6 ) will continue to have packed lunches. We hope to
introduce hot lunches to the whole school by Monday 12 October. Please bear with us as we test our procedures, protocols and timings to ensure we are maintaining the safety of all our children and staff when they are
in the dining room. It is no mean feat to have 180 children eating in the same canteen in an hour but I know
that the Brenchley team will do all they can to do this.
Class Dojo Please ensure you have access to class dojo as teachers and staff are using this to send quick messages and reminders . It is also for families to send quick messages to teachers as we are unable to spend time
chatting with you are the end of the day to facilitate social distancing and to enable you to swiftly collect your
children .

Our year 1 and year 2 children have been making rain gauges this week and unfortunately there has been no rain to
measure !!
Wishing all our families a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you all back in school on Monday.
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Dates for your diaries! We are pleased to confirm that we will be proceeding with our popular school discos this term albeit
with a few alterations. Snacks will still be provided (crisps/sweets in sealed bags), apples & drinks. As always, we encourage
the children to bring named water bottles to be refilled. Unfortunately we will not be able to offer the usual hair colouring/
nail varnish & tattoos but they should still have a full fun-filled hour of dancing!
Thursday 15th October;
KS1 disco (Star bubble - Year R, 1 & 2) will be held 5pm - 6pm.
Thursday 22nd October;
5.00 - 6.00pm Lower KS2 (Moon bubble - Yr 3 & 4)
(Cleaning break)
6.30 - 7.30pm Upper KS2 (Sun bubble - Yr 5 & 6.)
Tickets will be at a reduced cost of £3 & will be available online nearer the time so please look out for notification. We ask that
advance purchases are please made where possible as pre-payment is very much preferred at this time.

In the meantime if you’d like to volunteer to help on the night please let your Class reps know directly or Mrs Highgate. Please
note that if volunteering it will need to be with your child’s Key stage bubble. Also we will be purchasing clear face visors
for all parent & PTFA volunteers to wear on the night.
With thanks for all your continued support.

Please remember to notify the school of all absences by
10am on the first day, then keep us updated regularly. You
can leave a message on the absent line 01892 722929
(Option 1), by the Studybugs app or by emailing
office@brenchley.kent.sch.uk. Thank you

We are celebrating the achievements of:
Reception: George & Eleanor; Yr 1: Jude &
William; Yr 2: Poppy (S) & Joshua;
Yr3: Hayden & Gracie; Yr 4: Jesse & Elysia;
Yr5: Immy & Jack (B) and Yr6: Zac & Lucas

Attendance for last week - 98.1%
Class with best attendance - Year 3 (98.2%)
Late Entries - 6 (4 pupils)
For information, the whole school weekly attendance is
expected to be 98%.

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
kent.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions
A simple, fast and secure way to apply for
a secondary school place. Applications
must be made by midnight on
Monday 2nd November 2020.

End of Term 1—Friday 23rd October
INSET Day—Monday 2nd November
Term 2 starts—Tuesday 3rd November
Term 2 Ends—Friday 18th December
Nasal Flu Immunisation
Programme—18th November
(details to follow)

Have you registered?
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