OFSTED Rated: GOOD and SIAMS (School Inspections of Anglican & Methodist Schools) Rated: GOOD
A recognised centre of excellence for training new teachers

“Love each other as I have loved you”, John 15 v 12
Integrity, Humility, Compassion, Forgiveness and Grace
Welcome to this week’s newsletter
This week is definitely a week of celebrations. On Sunday, 2 of our school community showed great resilience and determination as they completed the London Marathon! Well done to Mrs Roberts and Mrs Sisson. You are both amazing and such
fantastic role models for all our pupils and staff.
Ollie in year 4 also has a lot to celebrate - he won a cricket bat design competition which has raised a lot money for charity.
Read all about it on the next pages. Well done Ollie!
This week I have also been inundated with visits from children from all of our classes sharing their amazing work. I have seen
wonderful improvements in writing and handwriting, excellent reasoning in maths, wonderfully creative models from home,
exciting results in science experiments and fantastic phonics from our younger children.
On Tuesday Robert Aikenhead, our Chair of Governors, visited the school and spent time in each classroom. He was very
impressed with the focus of all the children and the way they were all able to talk confidently about their learning . He
particularly enjoyed spending time in Acorn class where the children were enthralled to have a visitor.
On Wednesday we had another visitor from All Saints church who was very impressed with our children’s confidence and
also how they clearly demonstrate our core values and beliefs. She also commented on the calm environment around the
school and the way that all adults in the school are nurturing, caring and supportive to all of the children.
National Poetry Day was celebrated yesterday with all classes reading a wide range of poetry and writing their own poems,
some of these were performed in class and some were shared with other classes.
Our Harvest Festival was due to take place in All Saints church at the end of this term. Unfortunately, due to the current situation, we have made the decision for our harvest themed celebration to take place in school this year. Thank you to the
families who have been donating food to support with a collection for our local food bank. Please continue to send these into
school, it really does make a difference to local families who are struggling with ensuring their families have access to food. I
heard Marcus Rashford talking on the radio this morning about his own experience growing up and his mum having to make
the difficult choice about whether to feed the family or heat the house. I do hope this is something none of us have to make a
decision about, especially in the winter months.
School meals - just a reminder that school meals are free for all children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. We were very
impressed with the amount of children sampling our special menu yesterday. If your child enjoyed having a school lunch for
the first time in while, do look at the menus for the weeks and select some others to sample, especially as the weather is
changing and we have access to hot meals, cooked on the premises every day.
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WELL DONE OLLIE

An NHS themed cricket bat, designed by the son of an NHS worker as part of a competition, has
helped to raise more than £1,200 for Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Charitable Fund.
Cricket fanatic Ollie Warner, entered the Junior Bat Designer competition, run by cricket equipment
company Gray Nicolls, after his dad Glen spotted it online while downloading posters for Ollie to colour in and display in the front window of their home near Tonbridge in support of the NHS.
Ollie came up with the NHS rainbow design in honour of his mum, Helen Warner—an oncology secretary who works in the Kent Oncology Centre based at Maidstone Hospital—and her colleagues
who have been working tirelessly throughout the pandemic. Little did the youngster know that his
artwork would not only ‘bowl’ over the panel of judges but also result in over 35,000 likes across their
social media platforms when his design was unveiled to the public — with comments and shares
from current England and international cricket players.

As well as presenting Ollie with his own personalised cricket bat, Gray Nicolls also made a limited
run of 20 NHS Heroes cricket bats featuring Ollie’s design, with all proceeds from the sales going to
NHS Charities Together. The bat was more of a hit than expected, with it completely selling out in
less than six minutes and sales topping over £3,000.
Cowdrey Cricket Club in Tonbridge, which Ollie plays for, were lucky enough to secure one of the
limited-edition bats and decided to raffle the bat off with all proceeds going to a local charity. Knowing Ollie’s mum works for Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Trust, the amount raised, which totaled £1,250, was donated to the Trust’s dedicated charity to help fund items for the oncology centre.
Darren Apps, Chairman of Cowdrey Cricket Club, and Ollie, recently presented the cheque to Charlotte Wadey, Divisional Director of Nursing and Quality Cancer Services, outside the centre. Ollie
also brought his bat along with him on the day to show Charlotte too.
Ollie, aged eight, said: “I really enjoyed entering the competition and it was very special to have my
design made into an actual bat. I couldn’t believe that all my heroes like Sam Billings, Zak Crawley,
Jimmy Anderson and Chris Woakes commented on my design. I hope that one day when Covid is
over that I can meet them and they can sign my bat.”
Mr. Apps said: “As a club we are extremely grateful for the superb job everyone at the NHS has done
over the past 18 months and if this small token can have a positive impact on one person’s life then
we will be very happy.
“We are very proud of Ollie. The design is superb, it’s captured the moment and I know he is the envy of a lot of our junior players as it isn’t every day that you get to play with a unique bat you’ve designed.” Charlotte added: “It was lovely to meet Ollie and see his design, which is fantastic.
“We are extremely grateful to Cowdrey Cricket Club who very kindly decided to raffle the bat off to
help raise funds for the Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells NHS Charitable Fund. On behalf of everyone
at MTW, thank you for your support. I know your generosity means a lot to our staff and patients.”
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Family Fireworks on Friday 5th November - Brenchley Memorial field!
Our School & PTFA Calendars are available from next week! Not only does it contain all PTFA
events throughout the academic year but it also lists all school events too. So from PTFA discos,
film nights, Christmas Gift day & Summer fete through to Bring your mum and dad to school
days, class trips and Sports day to name just a few. In addition, there are explanations about
events that may be new to you, so you will have all the information you need within one calendar
to ensure you and your children don't miss out! If you would like to purchase your copy for just
£5.00, please look out for calendar sales on the school gate next week or please complete the
return slip coming home in book bags and hand it in to the school office together with the
correct money and your copy will be sent to you immediately. Thank you!

And finally huge congratulations to our Vice
Chair (& crossing patrol officer) Charlotte who
completed the London Marathon last
weekend! Absolutely amazing!

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

kent.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions
This week we are celebrating
the achievements of:
Reception: Keelie & Isla; Yr 1: Ava H &
Florence; Yr 2: Denver & Isobel; Yr3: Clara &
Isabelle; Yr 4: Darcie V & Gracie; Yr5: Finley &
Cayce and Yr 6: Jack H & Alessia

Attendance for last week - 79.4%
Class with best attendance - Year 1 (91.2%)
Late Entries 5 - (5 pupils)

A simple, fast and secure way to apply
for a secondary school place.
Applications must be made by midnight
on Monday 1st November 2021

Term 1 Ends - 22nd October
INSET DAY - 1st November
Term 2 Starts - 2nd November
Term 2 Ends - 17th December

For information, the whole school attendance
is expected to be 98%
Have you registered yet?
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