OFSTED Rated: GOOD and SIAMS (School Inspections of Anglican & Methodist Schools) Rated: GOOD
A recognised centre of excellence for training new teachers

“Love each other as I have loved you”, John 15 v 12
Integrity, Humility, Compassion, Forgiveness and Grace
Welcome to this week’s newsletter, I know that many of you and the also the staff at Brenchley and Matfield are looking
forward to our half term break. I would like to wish everyone a peaceful and enjoyable time with their families and friends.
Wherever or whatever you are planning to do, I hope that everyone has the opportunity to rest and recuperate from such a
fun packed term and we look forward to seeing everyone back in school on Tuesday 2nd November.
COVID - We continue to have a few cases across the school, including members of staff. All classes where there are cases
have been informed and any children who have had close contact with positive staff have also been informed. Thank you to
all our families who have been testing their children and themselves. It is vital in minimising the spread across the school and
helps to minimise the disruption to children's education. Please can I ask that before we return to school on Tuesday 2nd
November, you test your children to ensure the safety of everyone. Your cooperation with this is very much appreciated.
On Thursday we celebrated our Harvest Festival across the school with Key Stage 1 sharing their poems and then Key Stage 2
performing and sharing the poems they had written. It was such a lovely opportunity for the children to get together in Key
Stages to think about harvest and what it means for them and their families. It was also a good opportunity for the children to
reflect on how lucky they are to have access to food in their cupboards at home. In collective worship this week we looked at
examples of how harvest festivals are celebrated all over the world and that, depending on where you live, these could
happen at different times of the year. Thank you so much for all the donations from our families which were taken to the
food bank in Paddock Wood who will be able to distribute these to local families. We received a lovely letter of thanks from
Gill Lloyd at the Community Store House in Paddock Wood: “On behalf of all of us at the Community Storehouse Foodbank,
can a I say a fantastic THANK YOU for all your food donations this harvest time. Our shelves had become very depleted
through the summer and the food you have given has helped to fill up a lot of empty spaces. The total of your food
donations was an impressive 95kgs. Please pass on our thanks to all the children, staff and parents for their enthusiastic
giving. You’ve blessed us, so that we can bless others.“
On Tuesday we were very lucky to welcome a real life author to our school. Lyndsey Littleson talked to years 4, 5 and 6
about the process she uses to write her books, where she gets her inspiration from and the research she has to do before
even starting to write. Our pupils were captivated by Lyndsey talking about her books and they also realised the value of the
editing process that happens once you have your first draft. Thanks you to Mrs Miller for organising this opportunity.

Piano lessons – A couple of families have asked about piano lessons in school time now that Mrs Foreman has retired. After
careful consideration we have made the decision not to replace Mrs Foreman and would ask that parents who are interested
in piano lessons for their children book these privately outside of the school day. We will continue to provide clubs and
enrichment activities after school for children to take part in.
Remember to put the 5th November in your diaries for our Brenchley and Matfield fireworks display!!
Happy Half Term Everyone
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Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for our fantastic Family Fireworks on Friday 5th
November on Brenchley Memorial field. Gates & BBQ open at 5.30pm,display at 6.45pm.
Tickets are available at £3.50 pp online at:

bmptfa.org
….or in person at Grays, Hammonds and Brenchley PO. Alternatively, £5 on the gate. Under 2’s free.
Don’t miss out, it’s a great night with BBQ, licensed bar & glow treats to enjoy! Invite your family & friends
too - all welcome!
Our school & PTFA calendars are going fast so please make sure you grab one soon!
Pre-order leaving your name & money with Mrs Highgate - £5 each to know all there is to
know!
Half term hike!
We hope our maps have made it home to you in bookbags so you can enjoy
an Autumn walk with your little ones when suits you over half term.
Alternatively, spare maps are in Grays.
Follow the free trail, find the clues, solve the word & take your map/form into
Grays to collect your child’s prize. If you’ve enjoyed it, there will be a collection
jar ready for any donations of your choice! Thank you!

SECONDARY SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

kent.gov.uk/secondaryadmissions
This week we are celebrating
the achievements of:
Reception: Rose & Hamish; Yr 1: Harry &
Aurelie; Yr 2: Bethany & Jude; Yr3: Louis &
Joshua; Yr 4: Elisha & Ollie; Yr5: Everyone
and Yr 6: Casey & Poppy L

Attendance for last week - 85.5%
Class with best attendance - Year 2 (97.3%)
Late Entries 2 - (2 pupils)

A simple, fast and secure way to apply
for a secondary school place.
Applications must be made by midnight
on Monday 1st November 2021

Term 1 Ends - 22nd October
INSET DAY - 1st November
Term 2 Starts - 2nd November
Term 2 Ends - 17th December

For information, the whole school attendance
is expected to be 98%
Have you registered yet?
6

